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INTRODUCTION

Priest:
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit

All:
Amen

Priest:
The Lord be with you.

All:
And also with you

PENITENTIAL RITE

Priest:
My brothers and sisters to prepare ourselves to celebrate the scared mysteries let us call to mind our sins

All:
I confess to Almighty God and to you my brothers and sisters that I have sinned through my own fault in my thoughts and in my words, In what I have done and what I have failed to do: and I ask the blessed Mary ever Virgin, all the angels and saints and you, my brot hers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.

Priest:
May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting life.

All:
Amen 

Priest:
Lord have mercy

All:
Lord have mercy
Priest:
Christ have mercy
All:
Christ have mercy

Priest:
Lord have mercy

All:
Lord have mercy

GLORIA

All:
Glory to God in the highest and peace to his people on earth. Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the Father, receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, you alone are the most high, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen

OPENING PRAYER

Priest:
Let us pray: Father, you have made the bond of marriage a Holy mystery, a symbol of Christ’s love for his Church. Hear our prayers for Mary and John. With faith in you and in each other they pledge their love today.  May their lives always bear witness to the reality of that love.  We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.

All:
Amen

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING

A reading from the Book of Ecclesiasticus;

Two can accomplish more than one, for a result can be much better.  If one fails, the other pulls them up.  But if you fail when you are alone, you are in trouble.  

Also two gain warmth from each other.  For how can you be warm alone?  And one standing alone can be attacked and defeated but two can stand side by side and conquer.

This is the word of the Lord.

All:
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord

Who abide in his shadow for life.

Say to the Lord, “my refuge, 

my rock in whom I trust”.

Response:


And he will raise you up on eagle’s wings

Bear you on the breath of dawn.

Make you shine like the sun,

And hold you in the palm of his hand.

You need not fear the terror of the night

Nor the arrow that flies by day.

Though thousands fall about you,

Near you it shall not come.

Response

For to His angels He’s given a   command

To guard you in all of your ways.

Upon their hands they will bear you up,

Lest you dash your foot against a stone.

Response

SECOND READING

A Reading from the book of Sirah

A loving partner is a safe shelter, whoever finds one has found a rare treasure.  A loving partner is something beyond price, there is no measuring their worth.  

A loving partner is a life saving remedy, and those who respect the Lord will find true life, and a person is, so is their loved one.

This is the word of the Lord.

All:
Thanks be to God
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

All:
Alleluia, Alleluia,

As long as we love one another 

God will live in us. 

And His love will be complete in us. 

Alleluia.

GOSPEL READING

Priest:
The Lord be with you

All:
And also with you

Priest:
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.

All:
Glory to you, Lord.

There was a wedding at Cana in Galilee.  The mother of Jesus was there, and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited.  When they ran out of wine, since the wine provided for the wedding was all finished, the mother of Jesus said to him “they have no wine”.  Jesus said “Woman, why turn to me?  My hour has not come yet”.  His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you”.

There were six stone water jars standing there, meant for the ablutions that are customary among the Jews, each could hold twenty or thirty gallons.  Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”, and they filled them to the brim.  “Draw some out now”, he told them “and take it to the steward”.

They did this; the steward tasted the water and it had turned to wine.  Having no idea where it came from – only the servants who had drawn the water knew – the steward called the bridegroom and said “People generally serve the best wine first and keep the cheaper sort till the guests have had plenty to drink, but you have kept the best wine till now.”

This was the first of the signs given by Jesus, it was given at Cana at Galilee.  He let his Glory be seen and his disciples believed in him.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All:
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

THE RITE OF MARRIAGE

The priest addresses Mary and John
Priest:
Mary and John, you have come to this church so that the Lord may seal your love in the presence of the priest and this community.  Christ blesses this love. He has already consecrated you in baptism; now by a special sacrament, he strengthens you to fulfil the duties of your married life. 
Mary and John, you are about to celebrate this sacrament. Have you come here of your own free will and choice without compulsion to marry each other?

Both:
We have 
Priest:
Will you love and honour each other in marriage all the days of your life?
Both:
We will

Priest:
Are you willing to accept, with love, the children God may give you and bring them up in accordance with the law of Christ and his Church?

Both:
We are

DECLARATION OF CONSENT

Priest:
I invite you then to declare before God and his Church your consent to become husband and wife.

John:
Mary, do you consent to be my wife?

Mary:
I do
Mary:  John, do you consent to be my husband?

John:
I do

They join hands and say together:

We take each other as husband and wife and promise to love each other truly for better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, all the days of our life.

Priest:
What God joins together man must not separate.  

May the lord confirm the consent you have given and enrich you with His blessing.

BLESSING OF THE RINGS

Priest:
Almighty God, bless these rings as symbols of faithfulness and unbroken love.  

May Mary and John always be true to each other, may they be one in heart and mind, may they be united in love forever, 

Through Christ, Our Lord.

All:
Amen.

John:
Mary, wear this ring as a sign of our faithful love. In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Mary:
John, wear this ring as a sign of our faithful love.  In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

EXCHANGE OF GIFTS

Both:
We accept these coins as a sign of sharing all that we possess.

SYMBOL OF UNITY

Mary and John extinguish the two outer candles and together, light the centre candle, symbolising their unity in marriage. 

PRAYER OF THE NEWLY MARRIED COUPLE

Mary and John: 
We thank you, Lord

and we praise you 

for bringing us 

to this happy day.

You have given us to each other.

Now, together, we give ourselves to you.

We ask you, Lord,

make us one in our love,

keep us one in your peace.

PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL

Fiona: 
For Mary and John, as they begin their life together and for happiness in their home.

Let us pray to the Lord

All:
Lord, hear our prayer

Fiona:
For the parents of Mary and John, for their friends and all who have helped them to become husband and wife.  

Let us pray to the Lord

All:
Lord, hear our prayer

Louise:
For the faithful departed and especially those whom we, ourselves have loved that God will one day unite us again in the joys of our eternal home. 

Let us pray to the Lord

All:
Lord, hear our prayer

Louise:
Let us pray for the world and its people that the Lord may bless them with His peace and the protection of His love, 

Let us pray to the Lord

All:
Lord, hear our prayer
Orla:
For all who are victims of injustice and for those deprived of love and affection.

Let us pray to the Lord

All:
Lord, hear our prayer

Orla:
For all married couples, especially those experiencing difficulty in their marriage.

Let us pray to the Lord.

All:      
Lord hear our prayer. 

LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 

OFFERTORY PROCESSION

Mother’s of the Bride and Groom take up the gifts

Priest: 
Pray, brothers and sisters, that our sacrifice may be acceptable to God the almighty Father.
All:
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands for the praise and glory of His name, for our good and the good of all His Church.

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS

Priest:
Lord, accept our offering for this newly married couple, Mary and John.  By your life and providence you have brought them together, bless them all the days of their married life. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:
Amen.


EUCHARISTIC PRAYER 

Priest:
The Lord be with you.

All:
And also with you.

Priest:
Lift up your hearts.
All:
We lift them up to the Lord our God.

Priest:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.

Priest:
Father, all powerful and ever-living God, we do well always and everywhere to give You thanks.  You created us in love to share your divine life.  We see our high destiny in the love of husband and wife, which bears the imprint of your own divine love.  Love is our origin, love is constant calling, love is our fulfilment in heaven.  The love of man and woman is made holy in the Sacrament of Marriage, and becomes the mirror of Your everlasting love.

Through Jesus Christ the choirs of angels and all the Saints praise and worship your glory.  May our voices blend with theirs as we join in their unending hymn of praise.

All:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of power and might, Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

Priest:
Lord you are holy indeed, the fountain of all holiness.

Let your spirit come upon these gifts to make them holy so that they may become the body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

Before He was given up to death, a death He freely accepted, He took bread and gave thanks. He broke the bread, gave it to his disciples and said:


TAKE THIS ALL OF YOU AND EAT IT:

THIS IS MY BODY WHICH WILL BE GIVEN UP FOR YOU

When supper was ended, he took the cup.

Again He gave you thanks and praise, gave the cup to His disciples and said:

TAKE THIS ALL OF YOU, AND DRINK FROM IT: THIS IS THE CUP OF MY BLOOD, THE BLOOD OF THE NEW AND EVERLASTING COVENANT.  IT WILL BE SHED FOR YOU AND FOR ALL SO THAT SINS MAY BE FORGIVEN.  DO THIS IN MEMORY OF ME.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.

All:
He is Lord, He is Lord.


He is risen from the dead and He is Lord.


Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess,


That Jesus Christ is Lord.

Priest:
In memory of His death and resurrection, we offer you, Father, this life-giving bread, this saving cup.  We thank-you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and serve you.

Lord, remember your Church throughout the world; make us grow in love, together with Benedict, our Pope, Joseph, our Bishop and all the clergy.

Remember our brothers and sisters who have gone to rest in the hope of rising again; bring them and all the departed into the light of your presence.

Have mercy on us all, make us worthy to share eternal life with Mary, the Virgin Mother of God, with the apostles and all the saints who have done your will throughout the ages.  May we praise You in union with them and give You glory through your son, Jesus Christ.

Through Him, with Him, in Him,

In the unity of the Holy Spirit,

All glory and honour is yours,

Almighty Father, for ever and ever.

All:
Amen
COMMUNION RITE

Priest:
Let us pray with confidence to the Father in the words our Saviour gave us.

All:
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed by thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth, as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Priest:
Deliver us, Lord from every evil and grant us peace in our day. In your mercy keep us free from sin and protect us from all anxiety as we wait in joyful hope for the coming of Our Saviour, Jesus Christ.

All:
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever.

NUPTIAL BLESSING

Priest:
Let us ask God to bless John and Mary, now married in Christ and unite them in his love through the sacrament of his body and blood.  

Pause for silent prayer, then the priest continues:

God, our Father, creator of the universe, you made man and woman in your own likeness and blessed their union.  

We humbly pray to you for Mary and John, today united in the sacrament of marriage.  May your blessing come upon them.  May they find happiness in their love for each other, be blessed in their children and enrich the life of the church.

May they praise you in their days of happiness and turn to you in times of sorrow.  May they know the joy of your help in their work and the strength of your presence in their need.  May they worship you with the Church and be your witnesses in the world.

May old age come to them in the company of their friends and may they reach at last the kingdom of heaven.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:
Amen

RITE OF PEACE

Priest:
Lord Jesus Christ you said to your apostles:


I leave you peace, my peace I give you.


Look not on our sins but on the faith of your 

Church and grant us the peace and unity of 

Your Kingdom where you live forever and ever.

All:
Amen

Priest:
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

All:
And also with you
Priest:
Let us offer one another the sign of peace.

Priest:
May this mingling of the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ bring eternal life to us who receive it.

All:
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace.

Priest:
This is the Lamb of God, who takes away the sins of the world; happy are those who are called to his supper.

All:
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, but only say the word and I shall be healed.

COMMUNION HYMNS

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Priest:
Let us pray.  Lord, in your love you have given us this 

Eucharist to unite us with one another and with you.  As you have made Mary and John one in this sacrament of marriage and in the sharing of one bread and one cup so now make them one in love for each other. We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:
Amen
CONCLUDING RITE

Priest:
The Lord be with you

All:
And also with you

Priest:
May God the eternal Father keep you steadfast in your love

All:
Amen

Priest:
May you have children to bless you, friends to console you and may you live in peace with all people

All:
Amen

Priest:
May the peace of Christ dwell in your home.  May the angels of God protect it and may the Holy family of Nazareth be its model and inspiration.

All:
Amen

Priest:
May almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

All:
Amen

Priest:
The mass is ended. Go in peace to love and serve the Lord

All:
Thanks be to God



Your Name


I wrote your name in the sky,
but the wind blew it away.
I wrote your name in the sand,
but the waves washed it away.
I wrote your name in my heart,
and forever it will stay.

Jessica Blade

We would like to thank you for sharing this day with us and we look forward to your continued friendship throughout our married life.

We also want to thank you all, 

especially our parents,

 for all their love and support throughout the years.

Mary and John
